Mike Petty 
helping 

Cambridgeshire 
historians 
for 50 years 




www. m i ke petty, org.uk 



OtfltMf 



Keep up-to-date and seek assistance on 

Fenland History on Facebook 




lAI VM 


Thousands of pages of information on 

Mike Petty Internet Archive 


*1 


Thousands of Newspaper articles and Illustrations 
on Mike Petty’s Flickr page 


2 








Mike Petty 
Fen Floods 1947 





Talks (without words): pictures to 
accompany Powerpoint Presentations. 

If you would like the text that goes with the 
pictures then contact me. 

This is one of more than 50 presentations 
on aspects of Cambridgeshire and the 
Fenland. 

Mlkepetty13a@ gmail.com. 
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VIVID STORY OF OVER’S ORDEAL 
Worst for 100 
Years 

THOUSANDS OF 
ACRES 

UNDER WATER 


ttr ■ 

That 


H EMINO the lew bald words •'The 
River Ouio hai »rokcn one of 
iU banks near Over, and is flooding 
teres of rich fen farmland,** 
Uh'rt lies, I found (writes the "Press 
[mi Ch.*oniile M Chief Reporter, who 
itited the area on Tuesday), a 
of damage and disruption un¬ 
ited in the village annals for 
hundred years. 

ba» beep the putoago cl time 
* the last occasion the bank 
Ufa/ an t'sent which a '»l years-old 
oua in the village recalls hearing 
by her relative when she 
a small girl r* 

Whit U the picture to-day? 1 
achea Over by road from Cam- 
idjt, with roads clear ol water all 
a way on tho Willingham Long- 
ten route to the village. Much of 
village itself, too, is free. Hut 
Ml a raids took mo to tho groat 
bank, stretching down to Lynn, 
pLre the breach occurred on Sunday 
pht. icrni' two to three miles from 
ullapf. it was a different story, 
the rner tide of the bank, which 
aernuliy flooded about this time 
tht year water lapj>ed a few inches 
Lw the bank top, nearer to wash- 
X over thau anyone can remember. 
Pty sheet of rippling water spread 
far as ‘he tyo could see. 

IM ACRES UNDER WATER. 

IvJ ths Over Fen side, which the 
k bail been built to protect, there 
•aother vast sheet, 2.500 acres of 

l is r». ~~ l* _ i. 


Over I en alone, 
ws* told tho six* of the bank on 

Xh 1 Vll Uiillfiriii n»i/l tit trrHlInl 



rhotoj 


Mr. II. B. Harlow leaving " The Bungalow,” at 


evacuated fomilie* in the Vicarage: 
they arc now housed in the old 
school. ”1 havo arranged for the 
church bell* to bo rung should any 

/•■ri tmr ilnnimr f lirrrtf oil.'* ho Midi 


DRIVER’S 11 

.lUDfiM 


South Car 

COMPLICATED RI 
ACTS 

Amendments Galled 
. For 

RATE A LITTLE HIGHER 

rrilERK \rai a large ond varied 
-L agenda before member* of the 
South Lambs. K.D.C. when they met 
for their monthly meeting at the Shire 
Hall, Cambridge on Wednesday. 

Mr. 1L S. tordham (chairman) 
presided, supported by the Vice-Chair, 
man (Hr. O. O. Vinter), and the 
Clerk (Mr. 11. Hales). 

Almost tho first item on the agenda* 
was a resolution which was moved 
by Mr. 1L J. Uinncy relating to tho 
Kent Restriction Acts. 

COMPLICATED LAW. 

Complaining that tho laws of the 
Acts "aro so complicated that tho or¬ 
dinary person cannot understand 
them, Mr. llinnry moved tho resolu¬ 
tion which will ho sent to tho Minis¬ 
ter of Health urging that certain 
specific points needed to bo consolidate 
ed and amended. As tho resolution 
was a long ono Mr. Kinney explained 


















17 








18 




4 




19 



























22 











1 









' 



24 































26 









% 




THE FLOOD 


fj^HIS was the scene yesterday as efforts were made to close the gap 
in the north bank of the Little Ouse, near Hockwold, where floods 


in this Fenland district have ruined thousands of acres of farm land. 
After working all day, 1,000 men closed the gap with sandbags. 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 21. 1947 


Postage l»d. Price TWOPENCE 


Na 10.418 

Over 100 Sq. Miles of Fenland Flooded 


90.FT. GAP IN OUSE BANK 
I NEAR OVER 


Haddenliam Fen Inundated by 
Old West 

SERIOUS BREACH IN THE WISSEY 

HLOODS IN FENLAND ARE THE MOST WIDE- 
f SPREAD AND DISASTROUS IN LIVINO MEMORY, 
HD BREACHES IN THE RIVER BANKS ARE BECOM- 
j 150 WIDER. 

By ytiUrday. the total area aflected was more than 100 square 

Rr»en have broken their bank* at several points and threat- 
art to burst at many more. Night and day, thousand* ol Ten¬ 
ses, assisted by troops and German prisoners ot war, have been 
petal their eBorta against the biggest flood threat of all time. 


tbetnt trnout bream occurred 

*tb« 0-tt r+ir 0ttr on Sunday 
# *fbt. iAd (M ruth oI water hae 
the gap to about JO feet. 
Thig bunt precipitated another 
Tuttdai, thte t»mo at 
Fen, where the Old 
jMrt-ultfCh had previoutly euf* 
breache% at other pointe 
unable to («pe 

tbc fail-running overflow 
Oter Ftn and ihe bank broke 


TVeetiro Uo}al ilnginw reeourrf* 
bate Been mold- 
■S ■! tie * ■ ■ H 


7 ft 1U belt. 

Jwkiog >a 1b« Hare, of i*art HlitfUl 

C <» WedMeday «ai#Ur U 
lJ7barati,.n. to erect a Hallr 

•*?£ tiE 4 ** U*** p ; A M* b !i r4il 

* *"* 0 f ^cahliiartre! r.n tk* < wr 


a.r’-H* 1 * 1 '. * MgUl I-A 4 A- 

'oaurarisd on tbe do-wn< 

b ‘^ h - ? *s* 


rae 

oeit 


addin* to the aHcady cxlticaj 
wition ul Ihe Old YfmU bVuim u and 
WiirT feverirt.il UUju.u* to 

w** (be haul, bat aWot t ock^k 

i Tuesday water b^jratt to |»oar over 
i. bank *t lUddtnnatt to nOto* 
ru. and aotin the hank g***e 
trwaUnlos S.0CO .era. th*rn .ml « 
inilar arr*axn at Wilbnrloa, 
il r Wwit.r-Uv tho water 
ll«w emi *.* f*" d««£j AMf* , b »»* 
immintod on three »U<*. •««> wet" 

mu tli« ll. I.Unh.m brtnk »•» Job*- 

ie with the CotUoha-. 

load w.t-r in llnddrahara Nwrth 

rn w.« lowtin* wetrr 

vl lied r*»< b'd CMrrrV t-rm «» 

TbVlierUk road »** rrportwl to be 
D.lrr •!* fr*l of w.trr In narU. end 
|Kiftioet of a Irklr collapwMl oo 
rrelnradlay. _ 
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MUDAY, APRIL 4 1947 
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Agricultural 
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DUKE 

AND DUCHESS OF 

s 

aewfl^^^h 

N.F.V. APPEAL 

■ N the course of an appeal on oehaf 
1 * of the Natienai Farmen 


GLOUChSTKirS VISIT 

A VISIT MAltKEl) BY ITS INFORMALITY, THE DUKE 
AND DUCHESB OF GLOUCESTER ON SUNDAY SAW 
FOR THEMSELVES SOMETHING OF THE ORDEAL 

THE FENS 
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•*l Think It Is Dreadful” 

Their wurdt of cacuaniruieat and 
•ympathy vert perhai** boat ©|rt««»iuie» 
td by I ha I )iKbtM when aha ipi»U to 
a trvop of wntiveii and children who 
had ratherwl to ttlcon* bar ini%l*»u l 
and nerself on BlunUtham Htaitow 
• It )• ?ery aad to aw© your country* 
aide hkw thta» tba ©aid. r i think 
It it dreadful. I 
home* l ac k 1 

Si in i Ur com vi n wa« ©aprweaed 
the Duka In talking to air. A. r. 
Norman of IJaddrnhatn. rhairruan tf 
the CaniV*. and Ilunta, Branch >f the 
NaUoaal »»rm.iVUnKD wk *° "** 

iatm!ac«a »• Ii* »i«** on th» baa* »l 
0 «rr. "Whn will »b«J bo 


4ipw you aoon 


<1 by 


WISSEY GAP IS 
SEALED 

—Bui Testing Time 
YVas l.ast Night 

rpHE gap in tba bank* af the R»*tr 
WitMif near Hdgay cloied 

ynltrday afternoon 

•'But.** mm) klr. K. M. Md»i, 
Clark U th# Greet Oue© Catchment 
Ikurd, "we ©hall not know whether 

It ba» been merrmful until the ell *t 

— 



Union'* Agricultural Ditatter Fund. 
Mr. £. R. Benton, secretary af the 
Cambs farmers* Union, writes. 

Within the tnduatry the moot or fl¬ 
out aiprrt of the diaaoti-r ti the et* 
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DRYING AID FOR FLOOD 
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300 tons a minute. Huge pumps from 
Holland emptying the Haddenham fen. 
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Flooding 
‘is caused 
by poor 
planning’ 


By Charles Clover, Environment Editor 


‘HE Easter floods were 
lescribed as “a predicted 
nan-made crisis" by a con- 
ervationist yesterday as the 
mvironment Agency called 
m planners to reject more 
ipplications to build in areas 
*rone to flooding. 

The agency, which spends 
;250 million — half its bud- 
?et — on flood defence and 
>arly warning systems to 
irotect the six million people 
*'ho live in flood-prone 
ireas, warned that further 
levelopment on low-lying 
ireas beside rivers would 
ead to more flooded homes 
ind increased costs for the 


should be slowed down, the 
surplus water should be on 
the flood plains not flushed 
at high speeds seawards, 
threatening all the towns 
downstream. Incredibly the 
problems of Bedford, North¬ 
ampton, Peterborough and 
Huntingdon have been made 
worse by planners building 
on flood plains." 

He said that land east of 
Bedford had been height¬ 
ened and built on. which had 
led tp flooding to the north 
and west. 

Dr Geofl Mance. of the 
Environment Agency, said: 
"Settlement was naturally 

ulian rl nfl ft.. f I n n rl nlmn nitn rtn 


Easter 1998 
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